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Staff members receive President’s Award

thick of finals or midterms and
you’ll find students at nearly
every table, and at times, even
every bean bag chair. Library staff
play a vital role in maintaining
the library’s status as a functional
study space and resource center
on campus. As circulation services
supervisor, Cynthia Patterson is
at the heart of this ongoing effort
and has recently been named a
recipient of the President’s Award
of Excellence.

The President’s Award of
Excellence honors staff members
who provide outstanding support
to their departments, as well as
students and faculty. The award is
bestowed upon up to two recipients per year.
In order to receive the award,
a staff member must be nominated. Criteria for nomination
include the demonstration of support, stewardship, innovation and
teamwork.

Patterson was nominated by
the library’s administrative assistant, Holly Roycraft, Music and
Reference Librarian Antoinette
Powell and Associate Professor
of Music and Teacher of Viola
Matthew Michelic.
“Two of the things that really
stood out to me was when Holly
said that I make sure that everything in the library is going well,
and Antoinette said that I can find
anything in the library that’s lost
or missing. It’s very flattering,”
said Patterson.
As a recipient of the award,
Patterson was honored at the
annual Service Award Luncheon
and awarded $1,000. She was
invited to eat with President
Mark Burstein as well as her colleagues who nominated her and
her supervisor in the library.
As circulation services supervisor, Patterson is in charge of all
the material that comes in and out
of the library. This includes managing the most defining aspect of
the library: the books, or what she
calls “the stacks.”
This responsibility also
entails the hiring and training of
student workers to manage the
circulation desk, as well as implementing and managing the circulation software.
Patterson also serves on
many library committees in which
she supports everything from
user experience in the library to
the interlibrary loan program.

to teach more people than to not
teach. A couple of us commented
when I posted [about the strike]
on Facebook. We all decided that
it would be a good idea,” she said.

Stephen Edward Scarff
Professor
of
International
Affairs and Associate Professor
of Government Jason Brozek
explained how this event came to

be. “A lot of faculty wanted to do
something like this for a while and
have a campus-wide conversation
about important social, political
topics in [a] multidisciplinary way.

Cynthia Patterson, pictured here, has worked at Lawrence for 36 years.
Photo courtesy of The Lawrentian archives

Hannah Birch
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

The recipients of the 2016
President’s Award of Excellence
were announced at the end of
January. Larry Darling, director
of recording technology, was the
second recipient of this award. The
Lawrentian hopes to have an article featuring him next week.
Take a walk through the
Seeley G. Mudd Library in the

“I like to work on people’s
own strengths and capitalize on
that so that we have a variety of
people working here and so that
we are meeting the needs of the
students as they are now,” said
Patterson. “What keeps me in the
job is the teaching and training,
because I love it.”
In Patterson’s 36 years as a
librarian at Lawrence, much has
changed in the way students interact with library resources. For
example, students are spending
less time exploring the physical
stacks and are in need of a catalog
that allows them to easily explore
texts electronically. In the last few
years, Patterson has played a vital
role in implementing new software that allows students to have
explorative experiences online
similar to those they would have
in the library itself.
She explained, “Students are
used to using online delivery and
therefore they kind of have that
expectation when they come to
the library. We never would have
gotten up and gotten books for
students [ourselves] years ago
and we do now, happily, although
I wish students would go up to the
stacks because there’s a kind of
‘serendipity of discovery’ [there],
as President Burstein put it.”

This is a collaborative effort by
lots of people. We had many people working together on a Google
doc and collaborating online. “
The various political topics attracted many audience
members throughout the day.
Some of the classes and lectures were “Collapse of world
order; centralization in China,”
“Hacking US-Russian relations,”
“Foreign policy grand strategy,”
“’Democracy’ in Ancient Athens”
and more.
Kramer broached the tragedy
of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
Fire and dire labor conditions of
factory girls in her lecture. Other
professors merged their own specialties in philosophy, music and
religious studies, for example,
with political discourse.
Assistant
Professor
of
Religious Studies Constance
E. Kassor talked about how
Buddhist views embrace social
interdependence and compassion
for others in her lecture titled
“Buddhist Perspectives on Social
Engagement.”
“It was really interesting.
I’ve been interested in Buddhism

Lawrence participates in nationwide strike with teach-in
Mina Seo
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

Teach-in for Democracy, the
first event of its kind at Lawrence
University, lasted throughout the
day, consisting of drop-in sessions and classes, on Friday, Feb.
17. In light of current political
turbulence, Lawrence faculty presented half-hour presentations
and offered open discussions for
students and community members in the Esch Hurvis Studio of
Warch Campus Center. The lectures mainly highlighted political
concerns, including democracy,
human rights and social justice,
often blending with musical theories, religion and literature.
The National General Strike,
a nonviolent form of protest
and a strike against the recent
executive orders of the Trump
Administration that also occurred
on Feb. 17, originally inspired the
teach-in. Instructor of Gender
Studies Helen Kramer conceived
a plan to bring the teach-in to
campus and kick-started it with
her colleagues.
“Because I teach gender studies where a lot is about politics, it
seemed more appropriate for me

Variety
“Sunday
Sun Dance”
PAGE 3

Instructor of Music Sumner Truax discusses local activism and civic engagement.
Photo by Luke Payne

See page 2

Sports
Basketball
Season Recap

Features
“A Look into the Lawrence
University Trimester System”

A&E
HMELU
Revival

Op-Ed
“Culture vs. Religion:
Women in Islam”

PAGE 4

PAGE 7

PAGE 9

PAGE 11

NEWS

2

Feb. 24, 2017

THE LAWRENTIAN

Upcoming
Events

Friday, Feb. 24
-Movies at Midnight:
“La La Land,” Cinema, WCC

Saturday, Feb. 25
-Cultural Expressions: Black
Excellence, 7 p.m.,
Esch Hurvis, WCC

Monday, Feb. 27
-World Music Series: Ken and
Brad Kolodner, hammered dulcimer and fiddle,
8 p.m., Harper Hall
Wednesday, March 1
-LU Jazz Ensemble Concert,
8 p.m., Memorial Chapel
Thursday, March 2
-3rd Biennial Fred Gaines
Student Playwright Series,
8 p.m., Cloak Theatre

Pagan society combats stigmas with education
Britt Beerman

Staff Writer
________________________________

On Saturday, Feb. 18, in the
Warch Campus Center Cinema,
the Lawrence University Pagan
Society (LUPS) held an informational session. The session
was held in order to educate
Lawrentians on what paganism
is and to dispel some of the false
stigmas attached to this religion.
Paganism has existed for a
long time, founded before many
of the world’s major religions,
including Christianity, Judaism
and Islam.
However, with the rise of
other religions, pagans throughout history were often persecuted.
The religion itself almost became
lost, but it was rekindled in the
1970s, with the production of
Rider-Waite tarot decks and many
other things.

W

“Paganism is basically an
umbrella term for a bunch of different religions,” explained the
club’s co-president and junior
Calyx Moore to the handful of
Lawrentians attending the info
session. Although there was a
small turnout, Moore expected
this and plans to hold more sessions in the future, most likely
during Spring Term.
“Wiccan is the most common of the neo-paganism, which
is a term that has become interchangeable with paganism, but it
is correct to call the ancient religions paganism as well,” added
junior Sara Morrison, the other
presenter of the session.
This is Morrison’s area of
expertise. Having started out as
a Wiccan, she has expanded her
practice to include other types
of paganism and is now a “pagan
practitioner,” or eclectic pagan,

which means she takes aspects
of the different religions under
paganism and combines them to
make her own practice.
“Paganism is a very personal practice,” Moore said. “Some
pagans have gods, some don’t.
There are atheistic pagans, Judeopagans, Christo-pagans, Celtic
pagans, Norse pagans…it all
depends on you and what you
believe.”
Most pagans use magic, but
some do not. Pagan magic is not
like what is shown in the movies.
“The use of spells and rituals is
more like prayer in other religions,” Morrison explained. “Just
without the middleman.”
Moore and Morrison also
explained the common symbols—
especially the pentagram or pentacle—which have been associated with the Christian devil.
The symbol is actually one

of protection for pagans, and in
Wiccan it has to do with the five
elements: earth, water, fire, air
and spirit. It has nothing to do
with evil, devils or demons. “We
also do not summon demons or
Satan or sacrifice animals! Just
no,” Moore stressed.
In addition to the presentation, there was a small table with
Moore’s runes and tarot deck and
a lineup of Morrison’s many herbs
and stones in little bottles. They
each explained that the runes and
tarot cards are used for divination
and the bottles contained ingredients to make charms for good
luck.
Interested students can drop
by LUPS meetings at Sabin House
on Fridays at 7 p.m. or look out
for more info sessions in the near
future.

SOUTH KOREA
An unidentified employee of
power from robotics firm ABB
was noticed missing along with
$100 million this week. The
employee disappeared almost two
weeks ago, but the money was not
noted until after the employee’s
disappearance. Forging of documents and working with outside
accomplices are suspected of the
missing employee.

FRANCE
Marie Le Pen’s chief of staff,
Catherine Griset, was formally investigated for allegations
of concealment of breach of
trust. She, along with Le Pen’s
bodyguard, Thierry Legier, are
alleged to have been paid for
jobs at the European Union that
they did not have. This comes in
the thick of Le Pen’s campaign
for the French presidency.

RLD NEWS
Compiled by Suzanne Hones

SPACE
Seven Earth-sized planets
orbiting the same star were
found by scientists, as published in the journal Nature
this Wednesday. These planets
all have the potential to support life, being temperate and
similar in size to Earth. A group
of planets of this size orbiting
the same star have never been
found like this before.

INDIA
The Law Commission of India is
distributing a survey that asks
whether or not to ban triple talaq,
a controversial Islamic practice
where a man divorces a woman
by saying this Arabic word for
divorce three times. Several countries with majority Muslim populations have banned the practice.
A recent campaign has gained
momentum in banning talaq in
India and hopes to be successful.

ENGLAND
While working on an English
harbor, crew members found an
unexploded World War II German
bomb stuck in mud at the bottom
of the seabed. It was detonated
after authorities delicately pulled
it out and took it to open water.
It contained 290 pounds of explosives.

LEDS hosts symposium on power dynamics Teach-in
Eleanor Jersild
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Lawrentians
Enhancing
Diversity in the Sciences (LEDS)
held their Winter Term symposium last week, on Wednesday,
Feb. 15. The main focus of this
symposium was power dynamics.
The symposium began with
dinner catered by Cozzy Corner,
followed by an introduction of the
event and a review of “brave space
rules” which set the tone for a
respectful discussion. The body of
the event was centered on reading anonymously-submitted short
stories describing personal experiences with power dynamics.
As senior and LEDS board
member Deepankar Venkat Sai
Tripurana explained, “LEDS is

[a] student and faculty-run organization where we try to bring
diversity, inclusion and decolonization back into the sciences. This
field doesn’t always address these
issues, so what we are trying to
do is create a culture and climate
that reflects inclusivity within the
scientific field.”
Clarifying “decolonization”
in this context, Tripurana said,
“Decolonization in the sciences
would mean deconstructing
power structures that contribute
to bad science and even shutting
out voices in [the] scientific community, such as persons of color,
women, etc.”
He continued, “Also, [it is]
using more nuanced language and
understanding that the sciences
are not isolated, such as seeing

Find us online!
/Lawrentian

@The_Lawrentian

www.lawrentian.com

that biology or reproduction is
directly tied to how we legislate
on reproductive rights based on
assumptions and beliefs on female
behavior and sexist/misogynist
beliefs. Hence, decolonization is
also scientists being critical of
themselves to make sure they do
not practice the same behaviors
that their work criticizes, such as
accountability.”
Tripurana’s job on the board
is to take care of research, while
the two other board members,
seniors Gustavo Figueroa and
Monica Paniagua, handle the collection of short stories and narratives to be shared during the
meetings and treasury duties,
respectively. LEDS meets every
Wednesday from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

continued from page 1

for a long time, and it’s really
nice to know that you can connect
Buddhism with social justice,”
said senior Jessica Hoyer.
“I actually enjoyed the lecture a lot. For me, I came from
a country that is embedded in
Buddhism, not only traditionally
but also culturally. So it’s really
interesting to see Buddhism in a
Western view because it is different than where I’m coming from,”
said freshman Ngan Nguyen, who
is an international student from
Vietnam. “It’s also good to see
how people are really interested
in something that has been part of
my life. I really hope this kind of
teach-in can be something we can
do annually.”
The event mostly targeted

Lawrence students, but faculty
members hope to expand the
event into the Fox Cities in the
future. “I think at this point we
just wanted to see how this event
goes,” said Brozek. “We’ll play it
by ear.”
Teach-in sessions first
emerged during the 1960s but
seem to carry more weight today
than ever before. Highlighting the
significance of this event, Kramer
added, “A lot of people who are
engaged in doing this are worried
about democracy and facts. In academics, educators were very worried about truth being mislabeled.
What knowledge do we hold up to
be true? How do people find good
sources? How do you know something is as close as to the truth you
can get? It’s just more than doing
teach-in. It is certainly a protest
for me.”

VARIETY
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Seniority Report
Leigh Kronsnoble

Sunday Sun Dance

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Excerpts from an overactive imagination.

“Main Street”

Tia Colbert
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

SETTING, Crowded street, around
lunchtime. LORRINE and ETTA
are walking arm in arm. They are
constantly running into, and being
jostled by passersby.
LORRINE: We should go to that
new place.
She is jostled by an indifferent man
in a suit.
ETTA: No. Let’s just go to Guy’s.
LORRINE: I was there Saturday.
You were there yesterday. We
spent our entire high school lives
there. It’s the same place no matter how many times we go.
ETTA: Exactly!
LORRINE: Shaking her head.
You’ve got to leave your comfort
zone, Etta! She shakes her arm.
Live a little.
ETTA: Sidestepping a group of
businesswomen. I am very much
alive, thank you.
LORRINE: Oh, you know that’s not
what I mean.
ETTA: What do you mean, Lorrine?
LORRINE: Rolling her eyes. We
can’t stay in the same place forever.
ETTA: Why not?
LORRINE: Because you can’t grow
that way, Etta! You c—
ETTA: Interrupting. I have grown
immensely since high school.
LORRINE: That’s normal growth,
I’m talking about real growth.
ETTA: Shaking her head. I’m sorry,
Lorrine, but I disagree.
LORRINE: Sighing. Of course you
do. Everyone does.
They reach the end of the street.
ETTA: I reckon I nabbed about
$50.
LORRINE: I’m probably in the
same boat. We might as well go to
Guy’s. We can’t afford anywhere
else.
ETTA: I knew you would come
around.
LORRINE: Slyly. And I know how

much you want to see Ryan.
ETTA: Gasps. That had absolutely
nothing to do with anything.
LORRINE: Sure, sweetie. And we
both have honest jobs for a living.
ETTA swats at LORRINE while
LORRINE laughs. A CHILD
approaches them.
CHILD: Excuse me, miss.
ETTA: How can we help you,
sweetheart?
CHILD: Well, actually, it’s my dad
that needs help. LORRINE raises
an eyebrow. You see, he’s really
shy, but he thinks you Points at
LORRINE. are very pretty.
LORRINE: Why did he send you
over here?
CHILD: He’s scared that he would
intimidate you.
LORRINE: Dryly. Is that so?
CHILD: Nodding. Yep. He’s right
over there.
LORRINE looks to where the CHILD
is indicating. Her eyes grow wide as
they settle on the man. He’s trying
to lean against an abandoned pole,
but it doesn’t quite work because
he towers over it. His shoulders are
hunched in an attempt to shrink
himself, but he seems to be at least
6’6.
ETTA: Wow.
He notices them staring and waves
feebly. The movement causes him
to lose his balance and awkwardly
flails as he tries to right himself.
LORRINE sighs fondly.
LORRINE: I guess I can at least go
talk to him.
The CHILD beams, running excitedly to the man.
ETTA: You are such a softy.
LORRINE: Oh, you are still on the
hook, don’t worry.
ETTA: Ignoring LORRINE. Here he
comes! He’s adorable for a giant.
TO BE CONTINUED…

With warm, sunny temperatures and springtime weather
having made its debut recently,
my imagination has fast-forwarded. I’m envisioning a balmy
spring term, my final one here at
Lawrence, sprawling out on Main
Hall green, listening to open-air
concerts during LUaroo, and just
generally relaxing with friends.
It’s a good vision to hold on to
because it allows me to ignore
the ever-amassing quantity of
presentations and papers that I
have to write in the next couple of

weeks along with the utter lack of
job applications I have filled out
and the whopping absence of any
conclusion I’ve come to regarding what happens in June. Sunny
weather does one a lot of good,
of which evading responsibility
while maintaining an unrealistic
sense of optimism is not the least.
My sense of time then, and
whether or not I have enough of
it, is important. Perceiving I have
enough time to, say, write and
present upon a 12-page research
paper prevents my being overly
stressed out. However, when that
window of opportunity passes,
it becomes equally important to

convince myself that my perception of time is flawed, and that
cramming it all in is something I
am fearlessly capable of. In this
way, a flexible sense of time is
paramount in assuaging massive
panic and curbing frequent existentialist crises.
As the term winds down now,
so does my certainty that time
is something that I have enough
of (along with my ability to lie
to myself). Its seemingly abstract
boundaries are now so sufficiently
narrowed down that they fit on
the calendar. Needless to say, it

See page 6
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Wellness Center orientation

Alex Kurki

Former Copy Chief

_____________________________________

Most Lawrentians will use
the Buchanan-Kiewit Wellness
Center’s facilities during their
time on campus. However, many
spend their Lawrence careers
unaware of the range of services
the Wellness Center has to offer
and do not use the resources
available to their full potential.
I believe that implementing a
mandatory orientation program
for new students who plan on
using the Wellness Center would
address these issues, and benefit the wellbeing of campus as a
whole.
Take the weight room, for
example. Many people incorporate weightlifting into their lifestyle during college, but not all
of them learn how to lift weights
properly, which puts them at
risk of hurting themselves. The
internet provides people with an
absurd amount of possible exercises and workout routines, sometimes with step-by-step explanations and videos of exercises.
While this information is helpful,
weightlifting is not a “monkeysee, monkey-do” activity. Without
proper instruction and feedback,
students who are just learning to
weightlift expose themselves to a
greater likelihood of injury. The
cardio equipment room offers the
same risk for injury as well, as
running or biking with poor form
can also lead to injury.

Additionally, many students
who use the Wellness Center’s
facilities may not have a concrete plan to achieve their fitness
goals. A person can walk into the
Wellness Center with the goal of
getting bigger, faster or stronger,
but if they do not have the knowledge about how to do so, they will
not see the results they are looking for. This makes them less likely
to continue to exercise diligently
into the future, as they will not get
the results they are looking for.
The Wellness Center offers
many resources to help students
exercise safely and achieve their
fitness goals, but they are not
often utilized. Students can reach
out to Director of Wellness and
Recreation Erin Buenzli to get a
tour of the Wellness Center. It also
employs a Healthy Viking intern
who serves as a personal trainer,
but not many students are aware
that personal training is a service the Wellness Center offers.
Different classes are also offered,
but they do not appeal to all students, or fit into every student’s
busy schedule.
A mandatory orientation program for incoming students would
ensure that the Wellness Center’s
facilities are being used effectively. Student workers—who are
already employed by the Wellness
Center—could be trained to provide these orientations. The orientation could be as simple as
a tour and a discussion of the
resources in the Wellness Center.

Making sure that all students
who use the Wellness Center
know how to use its resources and
equipment properly also ensures
that the students who need them
the most use them. It cannot be
assumed that all incoming students who would know how to
use the Wellness Center properly
and to its full extent.
A program like this would not
be unprecedented. High schools
that have gyms and weight rooms
require that students using them
are taught how to do so properly.
Additionally, many gyms and athletic clubs provide members with
an orientation on their first visit.
This should not be misconstrued to say that students
be required to participate in an
extensive tour of all on-campus
resources. The Wellness Center’s
fitness equipment offers an inherent degree of risk in their usage
that differentiates it from other
campus resources. If unfamiliar
with how to use free weights or a
treadmill, they risk serious bodily
injury, whereas if a student uses
the Seeley G. Mudd Library, but
is unaware that it offers online
research guides, they are not too
much worse for wear.
Due to the inherent risk of
some of the Wellness Center’s
resources, an extra level of caution should be taken in ensuring
that students who use it know
how to do so safely. A mandatory
orientation would be a simple,
effective way of ensuring they do.

Along with Kinzer’s performance,
the 4x400-meter team placed
sixth with a time of 4:25.79. Junior
Kate Kilgus placed eighth in the
800-meter, along with freshman
Christina Sedall who placed fourteenth. The women’s team finished tenth overall with 12 points.
With conference coming up
for the team, the main focus for
everyone was to aim for their
goals and race, jump, and throw
to their best abilities. Conference
will be held on Feb. 24 and 25 in
Jacksonville, Ill. and will be hosted
by Illinois College. There will be
several athletes to watch out for
as the finish the season at conference and head into the outdoor
season for the year.
Sophomore Josh Janusiak is
always a person to watch for in
the 5,000-meter and the 3,000meter. Freshman Joe Kortenhof is
another male distance runner to
look for as he will be competing
the 3,000-meter this weekend if
he is able to compete. He is listed
as second in the rankings, following closely behind Janusiak.
Shea is another competitor to
keep an eye on, especially in the
triple jump and is ranked second
behind Illinois College’s Levon
Hendricks. Nichols, fresh from

Molly Doruska

Leadup to March Madness
Wesley Hetcher
Staff Writter

_____________________________________

To start off, congratulations
are in order. The Connecticut
Women’s Basketball team has
recently won the 101st consecutive game, one of the longest
streaks in sports history. Since
losing in double overtime to
Stanford back in 2014, they’ve
been on an absolute tear. Earlier
this past week, they snuck past
Tulane 63-60, in one of the very
few games they’ve scored fewer
than 80 points.
Other dominant teams on
the women’s side include Notre
Dame, Baylor, Mississippi State,
and Maryland, sharing only seven
losses this season between them.
Despite ranking in at number
five in the AP poll, many believe
Notre Dame can make a strong
finish with a case for a number
one seed in the final tournament.
Until then, all roads seem to pass
through UConn.
On the men’s side of things,
the best word would likely be
“hectic”. Thirteen teams have
cracked the top 5 since the beginning of the season, with five
unique number ones. On multiple occasions thus far, more than
three ranked teams have lost, on
the same day. Defending champions Villanova have shown strongly over the course of the year, and
look to attack deep in the postseason. They still chase the unbeaten
Gonzaga Bulldogs.

At 28-0, the only remaining
knock on the Bulldogs is that they
play in what can be considered a
“weaker” conference. With such
a wide field of teams, however, it
stands to reason that determination of the best relies on who beat
who. They don’t have as many big
name players as most of the oneand-done schools of larger conferences, which is made up for in
their team play.
Senior Nicholas Ulloa claims
that “USC’s doing pretty good
right now, I think.” While never
the most up-to-date, he’s not too
far off. With a 21-6 record, the
Trojans are sitting at fifth in the
PAC-12 standings after losing to
highly-ranked UCLA 70-102. Ulloa
claims that UCLA is “trashy” and
plays a horrendous offense comparable to Grinnell’s. “They are
like the Ripon of the PAC-12. No
one likes them,” he concluded.
Looking forward, it’s tough
to predict seeding for the final
tournament. A lot rides of how
the individual conference tournaments end up, which generally
shake up the field even further.
The Vegas odds currently put
Kentucky as the favorite to win
it all. It’s difficult to bet against a
team that starts each year fresh,
but I’d do it. No matter what the
final field looks like come midMarch, be ready for Madness.

Track at UW Oshkosh Hockey splits series with Northland

Tina Schrage
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

This past weekend, Lawrence
University’s Indoor Track team
travelled to Oshkosh, Wisc.
to compete in the University
of Wisconsin- Oshkosh Titan
Challenge before heading into the
Midwest Conference meet this
weekend. Throughout the field
on both the men’s and women’s
side, there were several stellar
performances. Even a 13 year-old
record of Lawrence’s was broken
this past weekend.
Freshman Will Nichols competed in the 200-meter dash running a time of 22.81, which was .25
seconds faster than Lawrence’s
school record that was set by
Adrell Bullock in 2004. Freshman
Noah Shea placed fifth in the triple
jump with a mark of 42 feet, 11.5
inches. Sophomore Ben Schaefer
placed eighth in the 5,000-meter
with a time of 16:40.23. The
4x400-meter team competed in a
time of 3:34.45 and placed eighth.
The men’s team finished in seventh place overall with 13 points,
with a bulk of those coming from
Nichols.
On the women’s side of
the competition, junior Hannah
Kinzer placed third in the 3,000meter with a time of 11:03.69.

See page 10

After splitting their series
with Northland College on Feb. 10
and 11, the Lawrence University
Hockey team was still sitting
in fourth place in the division
standings four points behind
Northland. To qualify for the
playoffs, the Vikings would have
to take over third place, meaning that they needed to win their
final two regular season games
while Northland had to lose both
of their games. These were the
stakes as the Vikings headed into
potentially their last two games of
the season against Lake Forest on
Friday, February 17 and Saturday,
February 18. The six seniors of
this year’s team were also honored on Friday as it was their last
home competition as Vikings.
The first period of Friday’s
match-up at the Appleton Family
Ice Center was relatively quiet
until the 14:08 mark when sophomore Josh Koepplinger found the
back of the net giving the Vikings
the 1-0 lead. Koepplinger was
assisted by junior Blake Roubos
and junior Lane King. The Vikings
added another goal at the 10:01
mark of the second period taking
advantage of the one-man advantage and converting the power

play. Freshman Carson Knop
scored the goal to give the Vikings
the 2-0 lead, and he was assisted
by fellow freshmen Matt Beranek
and Daniel Gysi. However, Lake
Forest came alive in the second
half of the period scoring at the
15:16 and 18:48 marks to even
the score at 2-2. The third period featured no goals by either
side so the game went into overtime. Needing to win the game to
keep their playoff chances alive,
Lawrence pulled their goalie with
less than a minute left in the overtime period. Lake Forest took
advantage of the empty net scoring the game winning goal with
just one second remaining. The
3-2 loss ended the Vikings playoff
chances. Despite the loss, freshman Evan Cline had a strong performance in goal making 44 saves.
The rematch at Lake Forest
proved to be a more difficult game
for the Vikings. Lake Forest got
out to an early 2-0 lead scoring
twice in a span just over a minute
as they found the back of the net
at the 4:48 and 5:51 marks of the
first period. They then extended their lead over the Vikings to
3-0 on a power play goal at the
16:22 mark of the first period.
Lake Forest continued their dominant performance into the second period, wasting no time as

they scored their fourth goal of
the game at the 1:23 mark. The
Vikings only goal of the game
came at the 5:11 mark when
Roubos converted the power play
cutting Lake Forest’s lead to 4-1.
He was assisted by Koepplinger.
Lake Forest extended their lead
one more time before the end of
the second period on a power
play goal at the 16:22 mark. The
final Lake Forest goal came at the
3:32 mark of the third period and
they would go on to win the game
6-1. The end of the game got ugly
as there were 18 penalties within
the final nine minutes of the game.
Senior Mattias Söderqvist ended
his career as a Viking making 28
saves in goal.
The Vikings ended the season
with an overall record of 6-16-3
and a 5-12-3 record in the NCHA.
They finished in fourth place in
their division, six points out of
the playoffs. Even with the disappointing end of missing the playoffs, the team is excited about the
direction they are headed in the
future. This year’s freshman class
has already made an impact so the
team is hopeful that this will lead
to success in the next few years.
That being said, this year’s seniors
will leave some big shoes to fill.

a three-pointer and then a 5-0
run in just two minutes by the
Foresters to lead the game 8-3.
Junior Eric Weiss sunk a clutch
three to help the Vikings stop the
run. Lake Forest extended their
advantage to 18-10 after five minutes of the first half. The margin turned into a double figures
at 11:42 when Eric Porter from
Lake Forest shot a three-pointer.
Despite being behind by fourteen,
the Vikings flared up strong with

many solid free throw shots to
score 10 consecutive points in the
next four minutes, including four
points by junior Ben Peterson. In
the last minutes of the first half,
Lawrence missed several layups.
Halftime started with Lake Forest
leading 45-35.
The Vikings put on a wonderful fighting spirit and went 9-2 at
the beginning of the second half,
making the match into a sevenpoint game. Ben Peterson con-

tributed a three-pointer and three
consecutive free throws. However,
the Vikings’ shooting went cold
for the rest of the match, including six consecutive missed threepointers in the last eight minutes
of play. The Foresters exploited
these weaknesses and went on an
incredible 23-2 run in just seven
minutes, bringing their lead to
79-51. Senior Connor Weas left

Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Lawrence basketball ends season with games against Lake Forest
Victor Nguyen
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

Before the final men’s basketball game on Saturday, Feb. 18 at
Lake Forest College’s home court,
both the Lawrence Vikings and
the Foresters were 10-7 in the
Midwest Conference and tied with
Cornell College for third place in
the league standings. However,
Cornell had successfully seized
a victory against Beloit College,

pushing Saturday’s game between
the Vikings and the Foresters into
an elimination match: the winner
would take the last spot in the
four-team Midwest Conference
(MWC) Tournament while the
loser’s 2016-2017 season would
come to an end. Even though the
Vikings had showed their best
performance on the court, they
still fell to Lake Forest College
with the score 55-79.
The match started with

See page 11
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Vikings of the Week
Amy Hutchings
Indoor Track

Brad Mueller
Hockey

by Shane Farrell

by Arianna Cohen

This week I got the chance
to talk with Amy Hutchings, a
senior on the indoor track and
field team. Amy has been a consistent point winner for the Vikings
and is a very versatile runner.
This year Amy has run the 800,
400 and the 4x400.
SF: How does a team win in
track? How are points scored?

This week I sat down with
senior hockey captain Brad
Mueller. Brad has been a hockey standout since arriving at
Lawrence. Upon finishing his final
season as a Viking, Brad reflects
on an incredible career with the
team.
Photo by Emei Thompson

AH: A team places first at a meet by earning the highest amount of
points as a collective. Individuals are given a designated amount
of points if they finish first through eighth in their event. My
understanding is that usually first place earns about ten points for
their team. What is awarded to an individual decreases as they get
closer to eighth place (one point).
SF: How did you get into track and field?

AH: I was a cross country runner, as well as a member of the track
team, in middle school. I took a brief hiatus from track to try soccer
in high school. I was fast on the field, I did a lot of running after the
ball and after opponents—more so than making contact with the
ball and scoring points. During practices I would often let my mind
wander, and get distracted by the thought of running with some of
my friends from the track team. Junior year, I realized exactly how
much I missed running. Around that time, I was also applying to
colleges, and I realized I wanted to run cross country at the collegiate level. That decision came with an expectation to be a part of
the Track and Field team as well. I have never regretted it, though
it was a hard transition at first. Track is incredibly different from
cross country. Instead of all running the same distance, people
were suddenly off propelling themselves over a bar with a pole, or
throwing a big heavy thing as far as they could, or barreling over
hurdles at top speed. I had to adjust to mid-distance, which my
Coach thought was the best fit for me. 800s were my jam. And I
was lucky enough to be a part of the 4x8 for my entire high school
experience. Since then, I’ve dabbled with the 800, 400, mile, 4x1,
4x4, and, though only in practice, javelin and steeple.
SF: What is the training like for mid-distance runners?

AH: We train a lot like the distance runners, except with different workouts. Each individual has a max mileage which we hit a
certain percentage of each week. Even though most mid-distance
runners don’t run more than a mile for competition, we still do
longer runs on the day after a meet to maintain our endurance
and “shake-out” our muscles from the day before. We also have
a lifting routine that we do a couple of times a week. As far as
the women’s mid-distance team itself goes, it’s a pretty unique
dynamic. There aren’t very many of us—this year there’s three
of us right now for indoor (shout-out to Kate and Christina). This
means we usually build a pretty close relationship to one another.
I particularly enjoy that. As a mid-distance runner, I get to spend
time with the distance runners for a bit (either on our warm-ups
and cool-downs) every day at practice, and at meets I usually do at
least one event that some of our sprinters get to do as well. I feel
like mid-distance ties those two otherwise very different running
groups together.
SF: What is a favorite memory from your track and field career?

AH: I don’t know that there is anything quite like getting to see
someone return back to the track after an injury. The other day,
as we were doing our workout, we got to see one of our freshman 800 runners do some sprints for the first time since getting
his cast off. You could feel the excitement shared by everyone out
practicing. The transition back to full-blown practice and racing is
difficult—mentally and physically. But if you have team that supports you, and is excited about your return, it makes everything
a little bit easier. My freshman year, I had to make that comeback
from an injury, and my one of my favorite memories to this day is
from the first, short run I got to do with my team again.

Arianna Cohen: You scored
Photo by Emei Thompson
your first game winning goal in
overtime against Northland last
weekend. When it’s tie game and limited time is left, what goes
through your mind? What was your mentality before you scored?

Brad Mueller: The Northland game was a bit different than a typical overtime scenario in that we had to win the game to remain in
playoff contention: a tie would have done us no good. Being in a
must win situation with less than 5 minutes remaining, the mindset is pretty much that we get as many pucks on net as possible
until one finds its way across the goal line.

AC: The time commitment for hockey is unlike any other varsity
sport. How do you manage this with being a full time student?

BM: There is an adjustment period when you first get to Lawrence,
but once you get a feel for the schedule, specifically morning
practices, it’s great for developing time management techniques.
The biggest challenge would be when travel forces us to miss
class, which happens quite frequently. Professors are always
understanding so long as you are proactive about notifying them
and staying on top of assignments. To answer the question, it’s all
about making the most of free time early in the week so that when
the weekend rolls around focus can be shifted to hockey.
AC: At the start of the season, you had some problems with concussions. What was it like coming back after that, and how long
did it take you to be back to full strength?

BM: I had not had much experience with head injuries in the past
so suffering a concussion was a new obstacle for me. Thankfully
it came at a time where we had a bye week, so I only had to miss
one weekend and had plenty of time to allow myself to heal and
regain confidence in practice. This was another situation where
professors were very understanding of the situation and made
accommodations so that I could allow my injury to heal without
falling behind in class.
AC: Of the six seniors on your team, you were named captain by
your coach. How did you prepare yourself for this role?
BM: The best advice I received form former captains, coaches and
teammates was to continue doing the same things as always. So, I
really didn’t do anything differently, just prepared physically and
made sure to have open communication with the other captains,
teammates, and coaches.
AC: This being your final season, what are your feelings as the
season comes to a close?

BM: It’s a bittersweet feeling for sure, I am extremely proud to
have represented Lawrence University in competition. Being a
part of our Hockey program is an honor that lasts a lifetime, but
knowing I have made my final on ice contributions is strange. The
amount of dedication required to reach and succeed at this level of
hockey is enormous. The opportunity to apply that effort to other
endeavors is exciting and I know that this senior class is poised for
great things in the future.

AC: What is your favorite memory from your time on the hockey
team?

BM: It’s impossible to pick out just one moment—we have had
so many big wins and positive experiences. The stuff that will
stick with me the most are the day-to-day things like waking up
at 4:45AM for practice, hanging out in the locker room shooting
the breeze and cracking jokes on bus trips to places like Hancock,
Mich. and Ashland, Wisc.

L E T ’ S G O , L AW R E N C E !

STANDINGS
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
Cornell
St. Norbert
Ripon
Grinnell
Knox
Illinois
Lake Forest
Beloit
Monmouth
Lawrence

MWC
17-1
15-3
15-3
12-6
10-8
8-10
5-13
4-14
4-14
0-18

OVR
19-4
18-5
17-6
14-9
13-10
11-12
6-17
6-17
4-19
2-21

MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
St. Norbert
Ripon
Cornell
Lake Forest
Lawrence
Grinnell
Monmouth
Beloit
Illinois
Knox

MWC
16-2
15-3
11-7
11-7
10-8
9-9
6-12
5-13
5-13
2-16

OVR
19-4
18-5
12-11
13-10
9-13
16-7
6-17
6-17
8-15
2-21

HOCKEY
TEAM
Adrian
Marian
Lake Forest
MSOE
Concordia
Aurora

NHCA
South
17-3
12-7-1
12-8
9-7-4
10-9-1
4-14-2

North
St. Norbert
15-4-1
St. Scholastica 10-9-1
Northland
9-10-1
Lawrence
5-12-3
Finlandia
0-20

OVR
18-5-2
14-9-2
16-9
12-8-5
13-11-1

4-19-2

19-5-1
12-12-1
11-12-2

6-16-3
0-25

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and www.nchahockey.org
Feb. 22, 2017

LU SPORTS
TRIVIA
Question:
The Lawrence indoor
track 200 meter dash
record was recently
broken. What is the
new record?
Answer to last week’s question:
The weight room at Alex Gym was
previously a wrestling room. Prior
to that, it was a swimming pool.
Answers will be published in next
week’s issue.
Submit
your
answer
to
theodore.h.kortenhof@lawrence.
edu for a chance to win a prize!
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Andrew Brown

Sell Us Your Major: Psychology

Staff Writer

________________________________________________

This column is devoted to sharing student and faculty input on the various majors
offered at Lawrence. The goal is to highlight
areas of study that are not well known and to
provide undecided students an inside look at
things they may want to study.
Psychology has emerged as one of the
most popular majors for Lawrence students. While it would be difficult to imagine
a liberal arts campus that did not feature Psychology among their list of majors,
the unique qualities of the department
and the students’ research at Lawrence
are what make it particularly attractive to
Lawrentians.
Psychology is defined as the study of
the mind and behavior. At Lawrence, the
psychology program is structured to balance seven sub-areas of the field: clinical,
cognitive, developmental, health, neuroscience, personality and social. This is to offer
students depth in their pursuit towards
understanding what aspects of the field
draw their attention.
In a liberal arts fashion, the psychology
faculty can be found teaching across a wide
variety of disciplines. “Psychology interfaces with a lot of other fields,” explained
Associate Professor of Psychology Beth
Haines. “In addition to the seven big subareas of psychology, it interfaces with
business, medicine, sociology, economics,
anthropology and so many other big career
areas that psychology would be a relatively
big absence if it wasn’t offered at a university like Lawrence.”
Henry Merritt Wriston Professor of the
Social Sciences and Professor of Psychology,
Peter Glick agreed with this sentiment and

said, “At Lawrence, we consider it a social
science, but some other universities would
group it with the natural sciences because
it has that depth and foothold in both areas.
It goes from the brain and physiology to
stuff that is closer to the social aspects of
it. Psychology […] plays a major role in the
interdisciplinary areas like cognitive science, gender studies, neuroscience and so
many more.”
The department at Lawrence places
heavy emphasis on the research aspect of
psychology. “We’re a very research-active
department,” Glick explained. “Students
have to do an original empirical project in
Research Methods. We spend two terms on
those and they’re really quite good. Some of
our research gets presented at major conferences like the American Psychological
Association Conference, as well as in psychological publications. Over the years,
at least I would very strongly guess, our
department has had more peer-reviewed
journal publications with students as coauthors than any other department on campus.”
One of the major projects being conducted by students currently is one that
Glick is sponsoring in the realm of social
psychology and prejudice. Seniors Juliana
Earvolino and Rebecca Schachtman have
been working on a research and experimental project to investigate the reactions
people have to sexist comments directed
towards both men and women.
“It all started with our Research
Methods course we took our sophomore
year,” Schachtman explained. “We settled
on the topic of confronting sexism. Most
research on the topic deals with sexism
directed towards women, but we also wanted to know about sexism directed towards

men, so that […] made it relatively unique.
Another twist was that a lot of research was
done on how people don’t confront sexism,
so we wanted to look at what people do
when they do confront it.”
Earvolino and Schachtman designed
an experiment that would encourage people to confront sexist comments when they
were made. They had participants partake
in the “Desert Island Task,” where they
went online and were paired with an online
chat partner, or rather a series of generated
chat responses. The participants had to discuss a list of people that they would like on
a desert island with them, and had to justify
their answers. At the end of the experiment,
the computer would generate a sexist comment to justify its pick from the list.
“We allowed the people to respond
to that justification,” Earvolino explained,
“and that was where they were given the
opportunity to confront. So, we looked at
their responses and coded them to the
degree of how strongly they confronted the
comments. We found that men and women
equally defend women, which is what we
expected. In contrast, women were less
likely to defend men, and were actually
more likely to agree with the sexist comment.”
Inspired by these results, Earvolino
and Schachtman decided to continue the
study into the summer, gathering descriptive data about comments that people hear
about men on a regular basis, and generating two surveys. The first investigated the
general attitudes people had towards the
question, ‘What are men like?’ while the
second investigated this same idea with
both men and women. Through these surveys, they found ways in which a diverse
amount of people respond to sexism.

“We’re pretty much wrapping up on
the results from that study,” Schachtman
explained, “and now we’re thinking about
how to combine all of our studies into an
honors research project, and also, hopefully, some sort of publication. Another
thing we noticed talking to some other student researchers over the summer is that
this was truly our own project. Most other
student researchers are working on some
other project that is being conducted by
the professor rather than their own project,
and as a result of the freedom we had, we
have a project that we’re very proud of.”
Earvolino explained, “This process
allowed us to teach ourselves skills that
we think are going to be valuable for us
post-grad. Even though we’re both going
into different fields of psychology, we have
gotten the opportunity to get the skills we
both will benefit from.”
Another way that students have
engaged with the Psychology Department
at Lawrence is with the Community Early
Learning Center (CELC). With the help of
Haines, students work to teach mindfulness
skills to really young children. The work
students have done with the CELC was
presented at the American Psychological
Association last summer and received an
Award of Excellence for bringing that all
together for the potential it has to make an
impact.
Psychology, while an overall popular
major, offers its unique aspects at Lawrence
that may appeal to students looking for a
research-oriented look at the human mind
and behavior.

Photo Feature:
It’s On Us Campaign

Last week, a school wide effort was made to promote the understanding and
practice of consensual sex and to decrease sexual assault on campus. Through
pledges, bystander training and open discussions about sex, the It’s on Us Campaign,
lead by SAASHA helped to break down the hushed nature surrounding sexual assault
and what it means to consent.

Coordinator of Athletics Abby Gildernick and Assistant Professor of Art Ben Rinehart gather signatures to pledge bystander awareness.

Sunday Sun Dance

continued from page 3

is suddenly much easier to understand
my time as a student as numbered in days
that can be checked off with a nameable,
knowable end date. Because when Spring
Term starts, I’m out of “next years” or “next
terms” and must resort to an abstract and
indefinable sense of “after Lawrence”.
That is not to say that I am heartbroken to move on to a new and different place
complete with a room of my own and a
kitchen to use. Far from it. But it is hard

to imagine arriving at that place when I
haven’t yet figured out my path to getting
there. I don’t have a job secured or some
grad school application acceptance that
tells me what I’m doing next, yet there is
something unique in knowing when my
current situation and identity as a student
ends without a replacement having been
determined. This is a small sense of freedom that I can get behind as I work on
crawling my way out from under the deadlines and due dates of the next few weeks, a
small sense of wonder as vibrant yet fleeting as our sunny days.

Freshman Wini Waters contemplates strategies to further the goals of It’s On Us Campaign.

Photos by Larissa Davis
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Open Discussion on the Future of GLOW
Kate Morton
Staff Writer

_______________________________________________

For many Lawrence students, having
an LGBTQ+ organization on campus is very
important because it provides a safe space
as well as a voice for the queer community.
So when GLOW (Gay, Lesbian or
Whatever), Lawrence’s LGBTQ+ student
union, held a discussion on Feb. 16 about
possibly disbanding, around twenty students attended to voice their opinions and
emphasize the importance of having an
LGBTQ+ organization on campus.
Vice President of GLOW and junior Dan
Thomas-Commins said that the possibility
of disbanding came up because there are
not enough people involved in the group,
explaining, “We get very little attendance
at our meetings and it’s mostly the current
board and then the previous board.”
The board consists of five people and
with few people involved, it can be hard to
do all of the work themselves. In addition,
because attendance is low, it is harder for
GLOW to be the voice for the LGBTQ+ community at Lawrence.
“I don’t know that we have the ability
to speak for the queer community at this
point, ” Thomas-Commins said.
While most students attending the discussion were opposed to disbanding the
club, the discussion spurred a larger dialogue about how GLOW is perceived by the
community, and the desire for change.
Current GLOW faculty advisor,
Professor Alison Guenther-Pal, was unable
to attend, but Dean of Spiritual Life Linda
Morgan-Clement and former faculty advisor Professor Helen Boyd Kramer were
present.
One of the big issues discussed was the
name GLOW. Several students mentioned
that they felt like the name was erasing
non-gay/lesbian identities.
“The ‘or whatever’ insults people,”
Kramer said. “When it was originally adopted, it was kind of considered a little campy.

It was supposed to be playful, but
I think that’s old and it’s out of
date and it needs to change.”
As one student put it, “I’m
not a whatever.” Since the meeting, it has been decided that the
name will be changed to something more inclusive of all identities.
This conversation also
brought up the issue that the
group is often perceived as a
place that is just for gays and
lesbians, creating a sense of alienation for other queer students.
GLOW tried to represent a broader range of identities in the past
with the caucus system, which
allowed for smaller sub-groups
under GLOW’s purview dedicated
to pansexuality, asexuality and
so on.. However, “I don’t think
it [worked] because it required
people to, first, be into GLOW,”
Thomas-Commins said.
Students also voiced interest in a
transgender alliance on campus, since
being transgender is related to gender identity rather than sexuality. There was also
a discussion about how some students of
color do not feel comfortable in the group
because there is a majority of white students. Both issues are pervasive among
LGBTQ+ groups and need to be addressed
to create a safer, more inclusive community
in any organization.
“I hate to say it, but LGBTQ+ politics in
general skews toward white, middle classness. There’s a reason that bi and trans
invisibility is common and people of color
are not seen as much on the boards of
even major LGBTQ+ organizations,” Kramer
explained.
Another issue is the differing motivations for joining the group. “There are
people who want to be radically queer and
political and other people who are just
looking for a support, a safe space,” Kramer

added.
Students voiced concerns about feeling
uncomfortable in GLOW in the past because
of these differences.
“Most underlined by the end of the
meeting was ‘we really do need a queer
support space here,” Kramer said in summary of the conversation.
Since the discussion, the group has
released a statement saying, “GLOW, as an
official entity, can no longer exist.” However,
the former board “will be working, more
united now than ever before, toward building the space where all of us can find a
home and a community” and “to form a
working group that includes folks from all
corners of the campus LGBTQ+ community, as well as some of the current board
members.”
The group will move away from the
weekly discussion format to having a place

on campus where LGBTQ+ students can go
to hang out and do work in a more informal
setting.
The message placed an emphasis on
an intersectional approach to be more
welcoming to trans students and students
of color and highlighted the importance
of spending more time volunteering and
engaging with the Appleton community.
The first meeting of the working group will
be announced at an unstated time to elect
a president and treasurer pro tempore to
hold LUCC recognition, while GLOW will not
hold elections for a new board and the current board will step down once new leaders
are chosen.
Although the future of the group is not
completely solidified at this point, things
seem to be moving in a more positive and
progressive direction.

in January.
The long winter and summer breaks
also allow students ample time to secure
jobs or have long vacations with family.
Students can also use this time to relax and
prepare for the upcoming year at their
own pace and it allows room for personal
projects and internships. However, some
view this break as a time in which students
who were just beginning to succeed in a
subject may stagnate or regress in their
progress. Several Conservatory faculty have
expressed concerns over their students
having to spend the long six-week winter
break without monitored instruction and
feedback for their practice.
Additionally, many classes not just in
the Conservatory but in the College as well
function sequentially, so the long break
that comes with Lawrence’s current schedule system often provides an opportunity
for students to forget the knowledge they
learned Fall Term by the time that Winter
Term rolls around. Moreover, the fact that
Lawrence’s school year does not end until
early June makes it difficult for students to
attend certain summer festivals or take part
in internship opportunities, many of which
begin in May or early June.
The long stretch of classes from
January to June can also be tough for many
students. With only one week of break in
between Winter Term and Spring Term,
this stretch of work can feel very tiresome
to some individuals. This is not to mention the fact that a Lawrence trimester is
supposed to be somewhat equitable to a
regular school’s semester—thus, the 10
weeks of each Lawrence term are chock
full with instruction, which is not a system
that is very forgiving to a student who may
become suddenly ill and has to miss one
week or even a few days of classes.
On the other hand, Assistant Professor
of Music Matthew Arau notes that the tri-

mester system offers “fast-pace and intensity” that is attractive to some driven
students. Within the Conservatory, it is
also worth noting that ensembles perform
more repertoire within the given trimester system—with each ensemble giving
approximately two concerts a term and
six a year—than they would on a semester
system. Of course, this fact means that the
rehearsal cycles for ensembles are relatively short, but this rehearsal schedule
more closely mimics the rehearsal schedule
of a professional ensemble, thus preparing Lawrentians for life after college in the
world of music.
Due to the fact that Lawrence operates on the “three-three” trimester system,
students do have a little more room in their
schedules for class variety. The system does
lend itself particularly to unique topics in
classes, allowing instructors to teach more
in depth in some cases. But not all classes
function as well on the trimester system.
Bonnie Glidden Buchanan Professor of
English Literature and Associate Professor
of English Professor Tim Spurgin noted that
as a professor in the Humanities department, “There would be opportunities for
someone like me… and there would be
losses,” should he have to adapt some of his
classes to a semester system. The trimester
system allows for professors to focus more
in-depth upon the classes they teach, since
many teach solely two classes per term,
whereas on a semester system a professor
may be expected to juggle twice that load
for every semester they teach.
The effect that the trimester system
has on sequential classes is not just a problem for Conservatory students; the Science
and Foreign Language departments also
experience difficulty with sequences and
scheduling. Some classes in the Sciences
require space and time for labs and therefore would not lend themselves to working

on a semester system. Associate Professor
of Music David Bell commented “I would
love to see the school go back to semesters,
but I am realistic, and I respect my colleagues in the College and particularly in
the Sciences who cannot adapt to such a
change and who need more flexibility.”
Discussion about the trimester system
has been ongoing with faculty and staff
at the school. Some believe that a change
of Lawrence’s current trimester system
to a semester system, while monumental,
would not be impossible. Bell experienced
the change from a trimester system to a
semester system while on the faculty at
Baldwin-Wallace University and observed
that though the change was difficult and
drastic, it was successful and in the end,
doable. If Lawrence ever were interested
in making the change from one system to
another, administration and faculty could
take the opportunity to study and learn
from other schools who have made such a
transition.
Still, some professors advocate a
change to Lawrence’s existing calendar and
schedule in general to ameliorate some of
the existing issues with the current system.
A closer look at the way Lawrence organizes itself with regards to its trimester system
and resulting calendar and schedule could
reveal some insights as to how the institution could be better serving its faculty and
students.
At the end of the day, the trimester
system is one of the things that makes
Lawrence the wonderful place that it is—
one that is welcome to civil discourse on
difficult topics, among many other things.
Along the way, with a little research and
discussion, they may find some interesting
information that could lend itself to some
useful improvements.

From left to right: junior Daniel Thomas-Commins, freshman Evan Rosado and junior Ashley Lagrange discuss
the implications of disbanning GLOW.
Photo by Emily Midyette

A Look into the Lawrence University Trimester System
McKenzie Fetters
A&E Editor

___________________________________

One of the most salient characteristics
of Lawrence University that sets it apart
from other universities is the trimester system. Most Lawrentians accept this fact as a
part of life at Lawrence without a thought
as to its history, benefits and drawbacks.
Actually, the trimester system at Lawrence
affects several aspects of campus life.
According to Lawrence University
Archivist and Reference Librarian Erin
Dix, Lawrence has been operating on the
three-term trimester system since Fall of
1962. "The History of Lawrence" by William
Francis Raney asserts "Most colleges in
the United States in the second half of the
nineteenth century had an academic year of
three terms." Then, many changed to using
a semester system, including Lawrence,
which switched in September of 1904.
Lawrence continued using this semester system until 1923, at which point it
switched back to using three terms for only
three years. Then, Lawrence again adopted
a two-term system from 1926 to1962, and
in 1962 the university made the switch to
the three-term system that we all know
today. Dix refers to this final system as the
"three-three plan" due to the fact that the
typical class load for trimesters is three
classes for each of the three terms.
Currently, the trimester calendar system offers certain advantages. Rather than
having a week off for Thanksgiving and having to return to campus afterwards to finish
up finals, as is the case with many schools
that follow a semester schedule, students
finish up school before the Thanksgiving
holiday which facilitates one-way travel
home for the entire break. This enables students to start new again with Winter Term
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“Hydrogen Jukebox”
Izzy Yellen
Columnist

______________________

This year’s main stage
opera was “Hydrogen Jukebox,”
the collaboration between minimalist composer Philip Glass
and Beat poet Allen Ginsberg.
Director of Opera Studies and
Associate Professor of Music
Copeland Woodruff led the
dedicated group of singers and
musicians as well as a stellar
design team, collaborating as
much as he could with them to
create a powerful joint vision.
“Hydrogen Jukebox” ran from
Thursday, Feb. 16 to Sunday,
Feb. 19, featuring alternating
casts, and while I was not able
to see both casts, the one I did
see on Friday hugely impacted
me. Intensely engaged throughout, my sense of time washed
away, and I constantly felt a mix
of inspiration, love and comfort
throughout its duration that
felt both like a few minutes and
an eternity.
Beginning gently with
a sense a foreboding, a motel
room showed itself on stage
with sharp lines and angles
outlining the two bodies that
lay in its bed. The simplistic
set accentuated the flickering
lightning that baritone and
sophomore Erik Nordstrom
sang of, and the solemn atmosphere clouded the set and
its other inhabitants—senior
Jacob Dalton as Ginsberg and
two clusters of people cloaked
in white shrouds on either side
at the edges of the stage.
The high point of the show
came at #10, “from Wichita
Vortex Sutra.” Driving to the
essence of the entire opera, it
stood out in ways beyond its
stripped down nature. #10 was
simple—as Dalton recited several minutes of poetry, junior
Jake Victor provided piano
accompaniment onstage and
in costume. Playing eclectic
minimalism rooted in gospel
and folk, Victor gave plenty of
room for Dalton to deliver a
spirited rendition of the poem
with a focused care, causing
my eyes to well up. Ginsberg’s
poetry is dense, demanding
thoughtful analysis—and this
was no exception—but Dalton’s
performance instilled it with a
bright, accessible feeling that
gave the poem a strong power
regardless of how much was
initially understood.
The following song—#11,
“from Howl”—put the focus
back on the vocalists as well as
another pit musician to grace
the stage, senior Sam Pratt on
tenor saxophone. This number
featured a much different kind
of intensity—as frantic typewriter clacks pierced the air,
Pratt soloed freely against the
forcible vocalists. He was incorporated into the staging too,
battling the ensemble by leading them to first engulf him and
take his saxophone, and then
to towering above them, fill-

ing the room with polyphonic
screams.
From his previous performances in various groups,
I knew Pratt was a force to
be reckoned with but the six
vocalists certainly held their
own during #11 and the rest of
the opera. Seniors Froya Olson
and Madelyn Luna as first and
second soprano, respectively;
mezzo-soprano and sophomore Clover Austin-Muehleck;
sophomore and tenor Luke
Honeck; Nordstrom and senior
and bass John Perkins all
brought their well-crafted and
sensitive interpretations to the
show, creating a vibrant performance that I favored over the
1993 recording of the original
six vocalists. Later, I learned
their deep understanding came
from spending so much time
with the music and libretto—
mainly over D-term—and was
frequently built up alongside
emotional conversations of
philosophy, current events and
more. I learned all these details
at the talkback following, but
it all shone clearly throughout
the performance.
What also made this
particular production of
“Hydrogen Jukebox” different from all others was its use
of video throughout. While
not in the stage directions at
all, Woodruff reached out to
alum Mathias Reed ’14 and
had him stitch together footage of Ginsberg and historical events, pairing them with
the text projected at the top
of the set. Many of the clips
gave something more concrete
for the audience to hold onto
and further showed the communal insight and interpretation everyone involved had of
the rich music and libretto that
they were so devoted to share.
The rest of the pit not
featured onstage was mesmerizing from start to finish.
The perfect backdrop for the
abstract and dreamy vocals,
the instrumental ensemble
grounded me while still allowing for a transfixed focus on
everything else that was going
on sonically and visually. I have
been a fan of Glass’ instrumental music for a few years now,
but being able to see and hear
how his minimalism interacts
with vocalists live—especially
with such attentiveness—was
a rare treat.
I deeply apologize if you
missed seeing this opera. The
fact that this production of
it—done this particular way
with such a brilliant cast, pit,
design team and director—will
not ever happen again cannot
be sugarcoated. The amount of
compassion and honesty put
into “Hydrogen Jukebox”—
across all mediums and artists involved—has set quite
the standard for future operas,
concerts and all other arts here.
I cannot wait to see how it has
inspired all of its audiences.

Lawrence students perform in the opera “Hydrogen Jukebox” in Stansbury Theatre.
Photo by Hikari Mine

New Music Series Concert

Bridget Bartal

Staff Writer
_____________________________________

On Sunday, Feb. 19, a concert entitled “The Music of Marcos
Balter and Stacy Garrop” was held
in Harper Hall. Part of the New
Music Series, this concert was a
saxophone and composition collaboration project. Lawrence
University students and faculty
performed the music of these two
composers, which made for a very
exciting night of innovative music.
After Balter and Garrop briefly introduced their compositions,
the first song, written by Balter,
began. “Intercepting a Shivery
Light” featured a saxophone quartet and consisted of a steady and
repeated rhythm throughout. The
musicians rocked back and forth
expressively with the pulse of the
rhythm; the motion was hypnotic.
The piece ended very abruptly,
and the quartet left the stage.
One of the members of the quartet, Instructor of Music Sumner
Truax, was featured on two of the
other pieces during this recital; it
is always a pleasure to hear him
perform.
Another Balter composi-

tion, “Wicker Park,” was played
on soprano saxophone by senior
Jack Breen. Earlier in the year,
this piece was played by Sumner
Truax. Having attended that recital, it was engrossing to see another different musician take on this
elaborate piece. This song, as well
as the others, employed the techniques of toneless wind and circular breathing. Interestingly, most
of the concert consisted of musicians not fully producing sound on
their instrument.
The first Garrop piece of the
night, “Stubborn as Hell,” was a
loud and percussive song in which
the saxophone duet often personified two people fighting. This
back-and-forth bickering interchange had clashing sounds that
were often hard to listen to—but
it was intended to be this way.
After a middle section that was
contrastingly soft and gentle, the
piece ended in the same aggressive manner in which it had begun.
“Strohbass,” by Balter, featured a duet by Assistant Professor
of Music Erin Lesser and senior
Gabe Peterson. Lesser played the
bass flute, a rare instrument with
an unusual sound. Many extend-

ed techniques were used in this
piece, including slap tongue. The
rhythms and staccato were intricate and strange, and they sounded warlike in a way similar to the
prior piece. The communication
between the musicians was effectively electrifying.
The final song of the night,
“Flight of Icarus” by Garrop, followed the tragic story of Daedalus
and Icarus. This piece was different than the previous four pieces.
The beginning was much more
lyrical and melodic; however, the
style quickly changed during the
section of the piece where Icarus
correspondingly fell from the sky
to his death. The originally sweet
melody quickly became somber,
and the piece accordingly turned
dirge-like. After a section of
mourning, the piece descended
into chaos, sounding dismal and
apocalyptic. The cacophony ended
suddenly, and the crowd immediately clapped its approval. Marcos
Balter and Stacy Garrop seemed
very pleased with Lawrence’s performance of their compositions.

Lawrence students and faculty perform in the “The Music of Marcos Balter and Stacey Garrop” from the New Music Series.
Photo by Kiran Mufty
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:
Emma Arnesen
Staff Writer

_________________________

At Lawrence, the Studio
Art Experience gives students
the opportunity to explore different types of artistic mediums
and work closely with their
instructors, as well as having the
chance to display their work in
the Wriston Art Center galleries and around campus. Having
come into Lawrence planning on
majoring in computer science,
senior Noah Gunther says that
he switched to a double major in
English and studio art because “I
felt like I would get more opportunities to do creative or experimental things.” During his college search, Gunther said that
Lawrence proved to have a different kind of positive energy. The
diverse classes Lawrence offers
has allowed Gunther to incorporate his interest in computer science with both of his majors and
his Senior Experience project for
his studio art capstone.
For Gunther, studio art
allows him to still work with
digital technology and computers. The New Media in Art
course that is primarily taught by
Associate Professor of Art John
A. Shimon helps students work
with and learn about different

NOAH GUNTHER

media. “New media classes are
really interesting because you
work with digital technology
mostly, but you can do whatever you want, so you can make
experimental movies or digital
photography [and] interactive
media.” Gunther has also seen
an overlap with his two majors.
“Overall, English written language and art are very strong
communication tools and have a
lot of power to how we shape our
understanding of our world, so I
think that both of those together
have a lot of potential to be very
valuable tools,” Gunther adds.
Right now Gunther is putting
finishing touches on his project
for the annual Senior Art Show,
a chance where senior Studio Art
majors have a chance to showcase what they have been working on and learning about during
their time at Lawrence. Shimon,
as the new media and photography professor, along with
Frederick R. Layton Professor
of Art and Associate Professor
of Art Rob Neilson in sculpting
and Associate Professor of Art
Ben Rinehart in print-making
have helped Gunther in gathering materials needed for him
to make his virtual reality for
his Senior Experience project. “I
am working on making a virtual reality environment, so the

Art Department bought a VR
headset with controllers this
year,” Gunther states. Associate
Professor of Mathematics Joseph
Gregg in the Computer Science
Department has also worked
with Gunther for his senior project, lending him a strong computer to run the virtual reality
application he is creating. For
the Senior Art Show Gunther
will have an interactive exhibit. People will be able to take
turns wearing the VR headset
and controlling the world while
others will be able to interact
with prints of the imaginary
world and see the physical creations that Gunther made from
the 3D print lab in the library’s
Makerspace.
As a former editor and
writer for The Lawrentian and
a past member of Art House,
Gunther’s interests fit in well
with Lawrence’s multi-interested liberal arts education. While
plans after Lawrence are not
set in stone, Gunther hopes to
work with some sort of interactive media or communication
area as well as explore graduate school options in the next
couple years. Though entering
freshman year as a computer
science major, Gunther advises
future students to take a look at
the many different resources and

Photo by Natalie Cash

courses Lawrence has to offer:
“I think that if you want to be an
artist of any kind, a really valuable thing to spend time doing
is just working on stuff. Even if
you don’t think it is very good…
whether it is drawing or sculpting or making computer art, just
work on it a lot and get familiar with how you work even if
you are not making stuff you
like a lot. Eventually it will be

something you are happy with,”
Gunther shares.
Make sure to stop by the
Wriston Art Center’s Senior Art
Show 2017 to see what Gunther
has been working on for the last
couple months. The opening
reception will be at 6 p.m. on
Friday, May 26.

HMELU performs concert after years of hiatus
Wendell Leafstedt
Staff Writer

___________________________

On Saturday Feb. 17, the
Heavy Metal Ensemble of
Lawrence University (HMELU)
performed its 2014 album
“Resurrection Opus” for an animated crowd in the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel. The metal
orchestra, which describes itself
as a “sonic behemoth,” is made up
of over 20 musicians playing all
types of instruments.
After a hiatus since 2007,
HMELU was rebooted in 2011
by Calvin Armstrong ’14. After
Armstrong graduated, the group
disbanded until 2017. Over the
most recent winter break, senior
Dom Ellis and junior Izzy Yellen
took action to resurrect the
group a second time. For their
return concert, they brought back
“Resurrection Opus,” a cohesive
album made of covers of preexisting metal songs.
“Resurrection Opus” was
originally designed and performed under Armstrong in 2014,
but 2017’s new incarnation of
HMELU features a different makeup of instruments, so the songs’
arrangements were redone by
Ellis.
HMELU’s 20 musicians are
a mix of conservatory and nonmajor instrumentalists and vocalists. They have robust brass, wind
and string sections as well as two

percussionists and several guitarists.
The group showed
incredible energy and
passion during their performance. Each member,
adorned in dark clothes
and face paint, rocked
in time to the thrashing
rhythm section. The raging vocals were handled
by Ellis and Yellen; they
traded off depending on
the style of the song.
Many of the songs
were dark and ominous,
but some included atmospheric relief passages
to provide contrast to
the otherwise unbroken
heavy bass lines. Songs
featured a variety of keys
and meters and often
included virtuosic solo
passages for instruments
such as cello, saxophone
and guitar.
It may seem difficult
to imagine heavy metal
played on a clarinet or saxophone,
but Ellis, who also conducted from
center stage, arranged the songs
in a way that blended all of the
instruments together to create
hard and heavy textures expected
in metal music. The final experience was a well-mixed sequence
of songs that really took advantage of the unique instrumentation available.
“Resurrection Opus” brought

The Heavy Metal Ensemble of Lawrence University (HMELU) performs in the Chapel.
Photo by Taylor Blackson

in an audience with varying levels of exposure to heavy metal;
many newcomers just wanted
to see what an orchestral metal
ensemble would sound like. Over
the course of the concert, a small,
rowdy crowd developed at the
foot of the stage even though people were hesitant to dance and
move in the Chapel, which is nor-

mally a space for formality and
thoughtful silence.
Yellen handled the coordination of events and rehearsals.
HMELU practiced all term, and as
a result, their concert was tight
and clean. There were no pauses,
restarts, or technical difficulties,
even though it was difficult to set
up amps and equipment on the

Chapel stage.
Without significant student
interest and energy, an ensemble
like HMELU could never happen.
The sparks of excitement lighting
this event are surely indicative of
a productive and exciting future
for HMELU. The group plans to
continue performing for the rest
of this year and beyond.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
The Importance of
Investigative Reporting

On Monday, Feb. 13, Michael Flynn resigned from his post as national security adviser
to President Trump. In Flynn’s statement in early January to Trump administration officials,
Flynn claimed that he had not discussed the U.S. sanctions against Russia for its interference
in the last election with Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak. However, in information leaked
to The Washington Post it was revealed that he had given incomplete information about a
phone call with Kislyak to the US government. The New York Times also reported on contact
between members of the Trump campaign and Russian intelligence officials in the year leading up to the election. On Feb. 13, The Washington Post broke the news that The White House
had known since Jan. 26 that Flynn’s account contradicted evidence from recordings of the
phone calls, yet Flynn didn’t resign until after the story was published. If not for the reporting
of The Washington Post and The New York Times, it is very likely Flynn would still be Trump’s
national security adviser.
In the context of these recent leaks regarding Flynn and all of the leaks involved in the
most recent presidential election, many have become concerned about the existence of a
“deep state” in America. According to The New York Times, a “deep state” is a behind-thescenes organizational effort to subvert and influence the democratic system in place. Such
states exist already in Egypt and Turkey and contribute to political turmoil there. While leaks
have happened in the U.S. in the past, the number and frequency of the leaks in the recent past
is cause for some concern as to the inner workings of American politics. Since the country is
functioning under a president who is using his power of executive order to a severe extent,
some officials feel as though leaks are the only way that they can inform the public about
what is going on and thereby push their agenda. According to the New York Times, “leaks can
also be an emergency brake on policies that officials believe could be ill-advised or unlawful.”
Therefore, the news media has a more important job than ever now that the U.S. government
is in such conflict.
Perhaps the most famous instance of investigative news reporting that led to resignation
was that of the Watergate Scandal. Similarly, now the news networks must report on shady
activities going on within the U.S. government in order to effectively check the people in
power. Recently, The Washington Post and The New York Times’ investigative reporting in the
Flynn scenario led to the resignation of an unacceptable member of President Trump’s staff. It
would seem reasonable to expect more leaks to emerge as we continue in the Trump Era. As
citizens, we must pay attention to the news and ponder its implications for the future of our
country in this time of political turbulence.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Jonathan Rubin at jonathan.c.rubin@
lawrence.edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the
right to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be more than 350 words.

Bunnies of LU
Emma Fredrickson
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

As anyone who has spent
any moderate amount of time at
Lawrence can attest, this campus is filled with bunnies. We’ve
got fast ones, fluffy ones, relaxed
ones, baby ones, social ones and
chubby ones (though honestly the
list could go on and on). Our campus seems to contain just about
every type of “bun” you could ever
hope to see. This is something, I
believe, that we need to be more
conscious of (and celebrate) as
well as get more credit for. I mean,
seriously, bunnies are some of the
cutest animals out there. Their
big, brown eyes are enchanting
and pure. Their noses are so fast
and silly. In Wisconsin, we are
lucky enough to have cottontails in particular because,
come on, who isn’t simply
delighted by those white puffballs? My favorite part, however,
is when a bunny rears up on its
hind legs and exposes that softlooking tummy. The list of their
cute attributes would be enough
to fill this article.
In order to appreciate these
beautiful, furry creatures, I think
we must know more about them.
What goes on in their tiny minds?
The particular bunny that we have
here at Lawrence is named the
eastern cottontail or Sylvilagus
floridanus (in other words, if you
get one as a pet, the name Sylvia
or Florida would be extremely
appropriate). According to A.

W. Allen, a writer for the U.S.
Department of the Interior, “The
essential components of eastern
cottontail habitat are an abundance of well-distributed escape
cover (dense shrubs) interspersed
with more open foraging areas
such as grasslands and pastures.”
In this way, it seems as if our
campus is the perfect habitat for
our furry friends! Other fun facts
about these creatures are that
they can
reach up
to 18
miles per
hour
running/
hopping
around,
and also

that they are
very territorial with a home range
of usually five to eight acres. The
more you know.
In my opinion, the “Bunners
of Lawrence” bring us closer as
a community. They are the furry
glue that holds the school together, the underappreciated tail-wiggling bundles of joy that give us
strength. More times than I can
remember I have walked upon
a crowd of people all standing
as still as possible, watching a
bunny nibble on leaves and hop
around. Just as many times, I,
too, have started bunny-watching

groups inadvertently. I have even
had conversations with people I
don’t know about how blessed
we are to have been graced by
a bunny so close to us, or about
how cute they are. And if these
bunny-bonding experiences aren’t
the most Lawrence activities, I
don’t know what are. In a different
way, too, bunnies create wonderful people-watching opportunities. Even seen a group of drunk
people marvel over bunnies simply going about their business?
There is almost nothing equally
entertaining.
In conclusion, I strongly feel
that bunnies deserve more attention, and that we as a school feel
proud of our extensive population. So next time you are
graces with their presence,
feel proud, and let yourself
watch it for a while. You might
even make some friends.

Track

continued from page 4
breaking the school’s record, will
be aiming to break his own record
again, and is ranked fifth in the
standings. Senior Wes Hetcher is
ranked seventh in the pole vault,
while senior Jackson Straughan is
ranked sixth in the weight throw.

Our Deep State is Revolting: It
doesn’t have to be that way
Henry Dykstal

Staff Writer

__________________________

I really have to give credit to the
Republicans: they’re going so fast
with this nonsense it’s exhausting. Anyway, here’s the ground
assumption information you need
to know right now: Michael Flynn,
former National Security Advisor,
resigned at the start of the week
over discussing sanctions with
the Russian foreign minister
in December. Here’s why that’s
bad: First, one cannot do what
Flynn did because private citizens
(which he was at the time) are not
allowed to direct foreign policy.
It’s been done before but it’s very,
very rare. The second reason, and
the most important, is that Flynn
and the Trump campaign have
had extensive ties to Vladimir
Putin and the Russian regime for
quite some time. There’s even a
famous picture of Flynn and Putin
having dinner together for Putin’s
propaganda channel. So Flynn
has resigned, allegedly for lying
to Vice President Pence about
the nature of the call. But it still
doesn’t answer the question: what
in the world was Flynn doing talking to Russia’s foreign minister in
the first place?
There’s a few possibilities
here and all of them are bad. The
first was that Flynn, who used
to be the director of the Defense
Intelligence Agency, a man who
is used to dealing with spies, was
actually stupid enough to believe
the conversation’s contents
wouldn’t get out and cause him
any trouble and tried to cover
his error by lying when it got
out. That on its own is bad, and
it’s a good thing he’s been fired
if that’s the case. The other possibility however, is truly chilling:
Trump told him to do this. If this is
the case and the Trump campaign
and Trump himself were actively
working with Russia to help him
get elected, this is treason, and
means that Trump must immediately be forced out of office.
The real question, though,
is how do we even know about
this? Who is Trump’s main opposition that’s causing these leaks
and others? The answer, sadly, is
not Democrats (they can only do
much), but what has been often
referred to as the Deep State.
Here’s a brief primer to these
people: The Deep State is essentially any people who have significant positions of power that
are not explicitly tied to politics
the way the three main branches
of government are. These are the
intelligence communities (CIA,
FBI, NSA) and the military, the
Federal Reserve and the IRS, the
State Department who aren’t
appointees and the scientists in
charge of things such as research
and making sure the nuclear
arsenal doesn’t accidentally get
blown up. Compared to a lot of
places, America’s Deep State is
Kilgus is ranked tenth in the mile
and should be a very competitive
runner in the race. Kinzer will
be competing in the 3,000-meter
and 5,000-meter and is ranked
twelfth and tenth, respectively.
Junior Janey Degnan will be competing in the pole vault amongst
other events and is ranked tenth
in the standings. With all the runners competing in their individual

pretty comparatively mild: the
Turkish Deep State is its military, which prides itself on following the secular ideals of their
founder Ataturk and who have
successfully lead several military
coups (they recently failed, but
they have a decent chance of trying again). Russia’s Deep State
is one made up of oil executives
and various ex-KGB as well as
the occasional leader of the mob.
But those are essentially parts of
the government that cannot be
held accountable by the people,
while our Deep State is closer to
a bureaucracy designed to keep
a certain amount of status quo.
Every president runs into them
and has their agenda halted to a
degree, and Trump is no different.
What’s different now however,
is the sustained level of assault
by the Deep State against Trump.
This is understandable, as they
believe the world should be run
a certain way (U.S. as the world’s
only superpower, NATO expansion
and robust international trade)
which Trump directly threatens.
The Deep State does not typically
step in unless they are wronged:
Richard Nixon was taken down
by reporting on Watergate, but if
it weren’t for J. Edgar Hoover suggesting to Nixon he record everything and William Felt taking
revenge against Nixon for refusing
to listen to him, we would likely never know about Watergate.
With the CIA, NSA, military and
now what appears to be the FBI
speaking about the dangers of
Trump and his people’s connections to Russia, combined with
Trump’s open hostility to these
people, it means that more and
more leaks are going to keep coming no matter what. They may, in
fact, take down Trump.
However, this is not the good
thing you are imagining it to be.
Trump, Bannon, et. al need to go
down, Russia connections or no,
and the fact that Flynn is no longer
National Security Advisor is an
objectively good thing that means
that chances of something catastrophic fall lower (we still have
to get rid of Bannon). However,
this should not be what we had
to resort to. If it comes down to
it, no matter how entrenched and
powerful they are, Trump still has
a chance to defeat them, and he
might just do so if we allow this.
We must continue to protest, support journalism and vote for politicians who will investigate him
and slow him down and lead to
his downfall. If we have a Deep
State who needs to launch a coup
to stop catastrophe, are we really
any better than Turkey’s various
slides into destruction?
Protest. Call your representatives. Vote for better ones. Run
for office yourself. Work with the
Deep State. This will save us.

races, the interesting events to
watch will be the relays to see
how they compete.
With goals set and in grasp,
Lawrence’s team will go into the
Conference meet with high hopes
and strong ambitions. Make sure
you wish them luck as their season will come to an end this weekend.
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Culture vs. Religion: Women in Islam
Rrita Osmani

For The Lawrentian

_____________________________________

A common misconception of
the Muslim woman is the woman
who is not allowed to drive, wears
a burqa and virtually has no rights.
This is not only a close-minded
assumption but it does not represent the values and traditions of
the vast majority of different cultures that practice Islam. Islam is
the most widespread monotheistic religion in the world. According
to Pew Research Center, in 2010
there were 1.7 billion people following Islam. Islam is practiced
from the Middle East, Northern
Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa to
the Asian Pacific, North America
and a bit of Latin America, virtually all inhabited continents across
the globe. As a result, the women
who live in these different regions
undergo cultural practices that
may not be reflective of the true
nature of Islam.
While extreme Wahhabist
Islamist government regimes may
preach that harsh laws preventing women from basic rights are
encouraged by the Quran, what
it really comes down to is one’s
interpretation of the text. The
Quran outlines one of the most
egalitarian world-views, more so
than any other monotheistic religion. There are multiple excerpts
from the Quran that proclaim
equality for the sexes: “I shall not
lose sight of the labor of any of
you who labors in My way, be it
man or woman; each of you is
equal to the other” (3:195), or “As
for those who lead a righteous
life, male or female, while believing, they enter Paradise; without
the slightest injustice” (4:124).
Spiritually, women and men are
equal in the eyes of God. Laws
that prevent women from driving, from wearing anything other
than a burqa, from owning their
own property, while seen as the
stereotypical Muslim practice, is
actually only central to extreme
Islamist governments such as

Basketball

continued from page 4
his final mark with a good free
throw and a three-pointer in
the final minute to stop the run.
These efforts could not secure
the Vikings a win, which meant
this was the final game of 20162017 season for the men basketball team. The Vikings placed fifth
in the MWC Standings and were
eliminated from the tournament.
Over the course of the game,
junior Ben Peterson paced the
Vikes with 13 points and Weas
added nine points. Juniors Evan
McLaughlin and Jeremy Stephani
came close with seven points
each. This is also the last game
of seniors Mitch Willer, Connor
Weas and Peter Winslow for the
Vikings. They have undoubtedly
been crucial parts of the Vikings’
basketball team for many seasons.
We wish them the best in their
journey ahead!

Saudi Arabia and the Taliban. The
mainstream media perpetuates
these stereotypes by highlighting only the “extremist” countries
when talking in regard to Islam. In
the Quran, women are able to own
land as well as keep their maiden
name. The practices enforced by
the Taliban or the Saudi Arabian
governments are deeply rooted
in misogyny as well as patriarchal values that do not represent
Islam as a whole. To equate the
two would be simply wrong and
misinformed.
The hijab can be seen as a
symbol of oppression, but is in
essence incredibly empowering
to those who wear it. The hijab
represents choice for women. It
represents choice to pick who gets
to see underneath the hijab and
choice of when to channel sexuality. Women who wear the hijab in
Western countries regress from
media and social pressure. The
hijab or burqa, more commonly, is enforced in countries such
as Afghanistan, Iran and Saudi
Arabia. While the hijab is encouraged throughout the Quran, the
Quran does not support using
force or coercion into abiding by
religious laws. Therefore, while
forcing a woman to wear a hijab
in these countries is wrong, a
woman who does wear one by
free will is not. Mainstream media
perpetuates the stereotype that a
strong, empowered woman cannot also be conservative and wear
a hijab by choice. On the contrary,
empowerment can come both
from promiscuity as well as dressing modestly. That is, empowerment for a woman can come from
both wearing revealing clothing
as well as wearing conservative
clothing. As Westerners, we cannot disregard cultures while trying to empower women. From an
intersectional feminist viewpoint,
sexual empowerment comes from
having control over one’s body.
For some, that may mean being
sexually promiscuous and for others it is being sexually conserOn the same day, the
Lawrence women’s basketball
team (2-21 Overall, 0-18 MWC)
lost 32-90 against Lake Forest
(6-17 Overall, 5-13 MWC) in the
season finale. The Foresters started the first quarter with a 16-0
run in the first four minutes. A
free throw from senior Aubrey
Scott helped the Vikes stop the
run. Lauren Deveikis and Shonel
Benjamin contributed the total
four more points to end the first
quarter with the score 5-29.
The Lady Vikes’ shooting
turned better at the second and
third quarter with 14 points and
13 points consecutively. However,
that was not enough to combat a
strong opponent like Lake Forest.
The Lady Foresters extended the
lead to 51-14 at the halftime and
end the game with 39 more points.
Sophomore Leah Reeves finished
one layup and a free throw while
junior Nicole Cummins had one
layup for the Vikings in the final
quarter to end the final game of

vative. Both are equally feminist
actions.
Another misconception is
that a daughter born in a Muslim
household has less “value” and
the family is eager to marry her
off. In pre-Islamic days, infanticide
was very common throughout
the Arabic Peninsula. However,
according to the Prophet
Muhammad, “Whosoever has a
daughter and he does not bury her
alive, does not insult her, and does
not favor his son over her, Allah
will enter him into Paradise”. Not
only is infanticide outlawed in the
Quran, but also the Quran encourages equal treatment between
sons and daughters and support
for daughters. The Quran also criticizes families that are saddened
by the birth of a baby girl instead
of a boy (16:58).
In the recent political atmosphere, Islam has been misconstrued and manipulated to mean
a religion imbedded in hate, violence and terror. In reality, Islam
is a religion with roots in equality, peace and love. All Muslims
should not be subjugated to simple generalizations because of the
actions of some extreme governments or groups. Especially in a
time of Third Wave Feminism,
feminism should absolutely take
into account different cultures
and ways of empowerment for
different women. The feminism
we fight for should encompass
all women, not just the privileged
majority. Educating ourselves on
different cultures and practices
will help us develop a perspective that helps those around us
and does their culture justice. As
Muslim women currently living
in the Western world, it’s pertinent for us to stick by our Muslim
sisters whose cultures we may
not totally understand. Likewise,
as Westerners we must be open
to dissecting problems within a
cultural lens.

the 2016-2017 season with the
score 32-90.
Cummins and Deveikis paced
Lawrence with eight points each.
Reeves finished with seven points
for the Vikings this game. The
lady Vikes were placed tenth in
the MWC standings this season
with 2-12 overall and 0-18 in the
Midwest Conference.
Even though the final results
of the 2016-2017 season did not
go well for either the men’s or
women’s basketball teams, they
showed a lot of improvement
throughout the season. The men’s
basketball team, lead by head
coach Joel DePagter, nearly made
it to the conference tournament,
standing in fifth place with only
one win fewer than the fourth and
third teams, which is an encouraging effort. The 2016-2017 season
has come to an end, and now it is
time to practice and get ready for
the next season!

Sorority Life:
What’s it All About?

Cassie Gitkin
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

I never thought I would join
a Greek organization at Lawrence,
yet here I am, just two weeks
shy of my Kappa Alpha Theta initiation. I would not have gone
through recruitment had my
friends not convinced me to go
through the process with them.
What do sororities even do at
Lawrence? It seemed like a waste
of time—and money. For those of
you in a similar position, I want
to share some information that I
have learned about Greek Life and
recruitment.
First, I would encourage
any female-identifying person
on campus to go through formal
or informal recruitment! Formal
recruitment happens once a
year, at the beginning of winter
term. Continuous Open Bidding,
or COBs, happens sporadically
throughout the year as different sororities need to maintain
their membership numbers. The
three Lawrence sororities that
participate in formal recruitment
are Kappa Kappa Gamma, Delta
Gamma and Kappa Alpha Theta,
or, as you might have heard them
called around campus, “Kappa”,
“DG” and “Theta”. Beta Psi Nu, a
predominantly African American,
Christian-based organization,
also has a strong presence on the
Lawrence campus, but they do not
participate in formal recruitment.
Reach out to one of their members
if you are interested in joining or
want to know more!
Any of the Lawrence sororities contain a diverse collection
of high-achieving women. Before
going through recruitment, I had
heard negative stereotypes about
sorority women my whole life.
Recruitment gave me the opportunity to learn that sororities are
nothing like they are portrayed in
movies or the media. Each sorority has a rich history and a legacy
of strong, determined women. I
was most surprised by the emphasis on philanthropy that I found
across the board for all Lawrence
sororities. Each sorority has a

different philanthropy, a specific
charitable organization or cause
that its members devote tons of
time and effort to supporting.
Throughout the year, each sorority works hard to raise money
and volunteer their time towards
their philanthropy. Much of the
hard work required to plan and
organize philanthropic events
occurs behind the scenes. The
general Lawrence campus only
sees the fundraising events, not
the countless amount of time
and energy that sorority women
spend to make sure these events
go smoothly.
I was also pleasantly surprised by the emphasis on personal success and growth. All new
members of sororities learn about
the core values for their organization. Though each sorority has different core values, many share a
common goal of creating and supporting passionate, dedicated and
successful female leaders within
their organization. Between sisterhood events, Panhellenic meetings, new member education,
study sessions and often the support of the big/little system, members of sororities have opportunities to become stronger and
more successful women. Rather
than being a group of illiterate
clones or whatever caricature the
media has turned sorority women
into, members of the Lawrence
sororities have been some of the
kindest, smartest and most determined women I have met on this
campus.
If this seems totally uninteresting, more power to you. Greek
life is certainly not everyone’s cup
of tea. But if you think Greek life is
for you, keep an eye out for recruitment events and talk to members
of Lawrence sororities to find out
more! I stumbled upon Lawrence
sororities without knowing anything about them; hopefully, you
now have more information than
I did when I walked into formal
recruitment!
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What did you do to enjoy the warm weather?
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